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This exploratory descriptive study examines the relationship between marijuana
users and nonusers educational attainment and high school dropout among African-
American males. The study offers a deeper understanding ofwhat life is like for African-
American males and how marijuana use affects educational attainment and school
dropout. Such information could be utilized to enhance their ability to not use marijuana,
at the same time, offer a better quality of life.
Everyone is affected by marijuana in our society. Illicit use of drugs is a
worldwide phenomenon. Presently and historically, illicit drug use has not been an
occurrence indigenous to any one global area. In the United States, an estimated 75
million people have been exposed to illicit drug use during a lifetime. There are many
types of illicit drugs, including marijuana, cocaine, crack, heroin, LSD, PCP, ecstasy, ice,
etc.
It has been know for some time that many people use marijuana. In some studies
(Botvin, 1993; Block, 1990), prevalence ofmarijuana use among African-Americans by
12* grade, revealed differences in lifetime use (43.1% versus 38.4% and 25.2%,
comparing Latinos to whites and African-Americans, respectively), and use in the last 30
days (14.4% versus 15.0% and 6.5%) diminishes, except that African-Americans still
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show relatively low levels ofuse. This study addresses the use ofmarijuana among
African-American males and the influence it has on educational attainment and school
dropout.
Marijuana use among African-American males has risen vastly; however, attention
has not been paid to the potentially level ofeducation attainment and school dropout rate
play in the progress ofAfrican-American males. It is clear that the effects ofmarijuana
abuse on a male’s health are substantial. Marijuana abuse among African-American males
is one ofthe most significant social issues the African-American community face now or in
the future, and research must be sought to help African-American males who abuse
marijuana with the battle to remain abstinent.
The next sections describe the statement ofthe problem, the purpose of this study,
as well as the significance ofthe study.
Statement of the Problem
The problem under investigation seeks to understand the relationship ofmarijuana
users and nonusers as it relates to educational attainment and school dropout among
African-Americanmales. There are a number ofstudies that address substance abuse
treatment programs for male, but there is a gap in the studies on African-American male
marijuana users and non-users and how they relate to educational attainment and school
dropout. The onsets ofmarijuana sales and use in urban communities have made an
observable and devastating impact on African-American males residing in these
communities.
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African-American males are using marijuana at an increasing rate. This is a serious
problem needing more research and intervention work. One focus ofthis concern has
centered on the extent to which adolescent cannabis use, may disrupt or impair
educational attainment (Lynskey & Hall 2000). Although some efforts have been made to
provide more education to males about the harmful effects ofmarijuana use it continues to
increase. Regardless ofthe knowledge provided about marijuana, African-American males
continue the risk ofbecoming addicted. Many of these males may have already been
traumatized; for example, these males may have been neglected or abused physically,
emotionally, and/or sexually before they even began to use marijuana. Therefore, inmost
cases, the person may seek a solution or ten^orary reliefof the pain by using marijuana,
instead of seeking some other intervention.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study was to explore the role ofmarijuana users and
nonusers among African-American males school attainment and high school dropout, and
to begin to look at what developing professional social workers can and should do for this
at-risk-population. Certainly, the relationship between marijuana use on school attainment
and school dropout among African-American males remains to be more clearly defined.
The purpose is intended to raise issues for identification and fiuther consideration;
as such, it is necessarily limited in depth ofconsideration of individual issues. There is
general knowledge that drug abusing African-American males are at increased risk for a
variety ofnegative behaviors.
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There is much legitimate controversy in the field of social work about the
Afiican-American males and drugs, as a profession striving to maintain a focus on “solving
the problems” presented to this at-risk population, there remains a need for the field of
social work to improve skills, knowledge, and assessment strategies for more effective
interventions.
Achieving this purpose will reqxxire the active efforts ofsocial workers to engage in
long-term constructive research to address the myriad of issues raised by marijuana use
among this population.
Significance of the Study
The literature revealed significant association between marijuana use and
adolescence school performance (Lynskey & Hall, 2000). Similarly, studies examining the
effects of substance use in general (including cannabis use) have concluded that early
substance use predicts early school-leaving, failure to graduate fi:om high school, and
decreased college participation (Lynskey, Coffey, Degenhardt, Carlin, and Patton,
2002). The current study, therefore, seeks to provide information about the knowledge of
marijuana and its effect on the lack ofeducational attainment in school.
Because very little empirical research has been done on this issue ofmarijuana use
and Afiican-American males, it is the position of this study to provide insight into how to
educate Afiican-Americanmales on marijuana in relation to educational attainment.
Marijuana is used widely among males, the time between childhood and adult. According
to Sussman & Stacy (1996), Lloyd Johnston and colleagues provided a new release fi'om
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their Monitoring the Future project that indicated a significant national-level increase in
use ofmarijuana by teens. Approximately 74% ofcontinuation high school students have
tried marijuana, and approximately 41% report weekly and daily use respectively
(Sussman & Stacy, 1996). It is suggested by some adolescents who smoke marijuana that
it improves the level of concentration and helps themmake better grades. In a study
(Sussman & Stacy 1996), 15% ofa sample ofcontinuation high school students reported
that they believed marijuana use improves concentration. Further research relating to
marijuana use and educational attainment would continue to bridge the gap in reference to
treating AJfrican-American males.
The next section of this study consists of the empirical research about the topic. It
discusses the associated limitations, proposed study, conceptual framework, and
hypothesis.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
This chapter contains literature related to the relationship between marijuana users
and nonusers educational attainment and high school dropout among African-American
males. It also discusses the major theoretical framework, and defines a list of terms that
are relevant to this study. Finally, this chapter offers the hypothesis and related variables.
Historical Overview
The marijuana, cannabis, or hemp plant is one ofthe oldest psychoactive plants
known to humanity (Frances & Miller, 1991). Cannabis has become one of the most
widespread and diversified ofplants. It grows as weed and cultivated plant all over the
world in variety ofclimates and soil. Marijuana has been used throughout history in many
different cultures to change mood, perception, and consciousness in other words, to get
high (Frances & Miller, 1991). Its effects range from increasing creativity to provoking
mystical experiences, to heightening the capacity to feel, sense and share. After alcohol, it
is the most popular ofwhat are called “recreational drugs” (Frances & Miller, 1991). It
has been used around the world for other purposes. In some primitive tribes ofSouth
America, Afiica, and India, “cannabis” is used in religious ceremonies and for medical
purposes. Afiican mine workers have used it to ease the drudgery of their work and many
6
7
Jamaicans use it at the end of the day to relieve fatigue. It has been used as an intoxicant
in various parts ofthe world for centuries and in the United States mostly in the 20*
century (Frances & Miller, 1991). Marijuana was first described in print in Chinese books
ofmedicine, “Herbal,” in the 2“** centvuy B.C., and was used in China as an anesthetic
5,000 years ago (Frances & Miller, 1991). The ancient Assyrians, Persians, Greek,
Romans, and East Indians used the drug to control muscle spasms, reduce pain, and to
treat indigestioa It was commonly used in folk medicines in Africa and Asia (Frances &
Miller, 1991). The Assyrians began using it as incense in the 9* century. As early as
1611, marijuana was cultivated for its fiber in Jamestown, Virginia. In the 19* century,
America, the medical profession for treating spastic conditions, headaches, labor pains,
insomnia, and menstrual cramp used it (Frances & Miller, 1991). It is still used as a
medicine in the Middle East and Asia. Marijuana is an inexpensive and addictive drug that
has proved especially attractive to adolescence. Its popularity has been attributed to its
rapid onset, its low price and ready availability, and its non-invasive route of
administration.
This section will therefore discuss the empirical literature on marijuana use and
educational attainment and school dropout to provide more insight on how
African-Americanmales are affected.
Marijuana
Marijuana is a green or gray mixture ofdried, shredded flowers and leaves ofthe
hemp plant Cannabis sativa (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 1999). There are many
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slang terms for marijuana, including pot, herb, weed, boom, Mary Jane, and chronic. It is
usually smoked as a joint or in a pipe or bong.
Recently, marijuana has appeared in blunts, which are cigars that the tobacco has
been emptied out and refilled with marijuana (NIDA 1999). The main chemical in
marijuana is delt-9-tehrahydrocannabinal. THC produces a series ofcellular reactions that
ultimately lead to the high that users experience when they smoke marijuana (NIDA
1999). Some short-term effects ofmarijuana use include loss ofmemory, problems with
learning, difficulty in thinking and problems solving, loss ofcoordination, increased heart
rate, and panic attacks.
Researchers have found that THC changes the way in which sensory information
gets into and is processed by the hippocampus (NIDA 1999). The hippocampus is a
component of the brain’s limbic system that is crucial for learning, memory, and the
integration ofsensory experiences with emotions and motivation. Recent research
findings also indicate that long-term use ofmarijuana produces changes in the brain similar
to those seen after long-term use ofother major drugs of abuse (NIDA 1999).
Longitudinal research onmarijuana use among young people below college age indicates
those who used marijuana have lower achievement than the nonusers, more acceptances of
deviant behavior, more delinquent behavior and aggression, and more association with
drug using fi-iends.
Marijuana Abuse
The fourth edition of the Diagnostic and StatisticalManual ofMental Disorders
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(DSMIV) provides four criteria for marijuana abuse and requires that the individual meet
at least one of these criteria to qualify for the diagnosis for abuse syndrome (American
Psychiatric Association, 1994). Also, the symptoms ofdisturbance must have occurred
within a 12-month period. Marijuana is widely used by a diverse population ofmale
adolescents. Survey data indicate that the widespread ofmarijuana use in United States,
particularly among males, has increased throughout the 1990s, after a decline in the 1980s
and early 1990s (Swift, Copeland, & Lenton, 2000). Studies have shown that for the age
group12-17, 31% ofAfiican-American male adolescents reported they have used
marijuana (Gibbs, 1988, p. 11).
The impact ofmarijuana and the resultant chemical slavery has been devastating to
the Afiican-American male community. According to Boyd (1993, p. 9), marijuana abuse
contributes to “an erosion of life chances, an erosion of femUy life, and erosion ofthe
cultural conditions and senses ofcommunity life for Afiican-American males. Marijuana
abuse literally contributes to the excessive rates of imemployment and school dropouts, as
well as the depletion of fixture resources within the Afiican-American community (Boyd,
1993, p. 15).
Educational Attainment
Recently, Tanner, Davis, and O’Grady (1999, pp. 250-274)) foxmd that delinquent
behavior by juveniles including illicit drug use was associated with lower level of
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education attainment. In the review of literature, researchers found that other facts of
marijuana use contribute to truancy, low grade point average, and risky sexual behaviors
(Hallfors, Vevea, Iritani, Cho, Khatapoush, & Saxe, 2002). Lynskey (2000) states that
the first and simplest explanation ofthe association is that early cannabis use causes poor
educational outcome. Researchers have sought to determine whether the link between
early drug use and school achievement is causal, where drug use directly inhibits school
completions, or spurious, where drug use and the failure to complete school share
common antecedents (McCluskey, Krohn, Lizotte, & Rodriquez, 2002).
Truancy conceptually provides a good indicator of low school attachment and of
bonding with deviant peers and, therefore, likely links to drug use (Hallfors, Vevea, Iritani,
Cho, Khatapoush, & Saxe, 2002). Existing evidence shows that adolescents who engage
in truancy also are more likely to use substance. Frequent truancy typically shows little
connection with school exhibits low academic motivation, and consequently shows poor
school performance. They tend to associate with drug using fiiends and use drugs
themselves, ofl;en using drugs while cutting class (Hallfors, Vevea, Iritani, Cho,
Khatapoush, Saxe, & 2002).
School Dropout
According to McCluskey, Krohn, Lizotte, and Rodriguez (2002), data fi-omthe
National Longitudinal Survey ofYouth, Mensch and Kanbel (1998) examine the
association between drug use and school dropout and provide evidence that the
relationship is causal. They examine risk fectors for school dropout such as social fectors.
11
individual fectors, and adult role transitions along early drug use (McCluskey, Krohn,
Lizotte, & Rodriquez 2002). Other studies have examined the connection between
marijuana use and educational attainment have concluded that marijuana use can increase
the risk ofearly school dropout. Dropout rates represent one indication of feilure of
schools to meet the educational and social growth needs ofyouth effectively. Studies
have cited substance use in early adolescence as a risk factor for school dropout; however,
few studies examined the relationship with diverse samples (McCluskey, Krohn, Lizotte,
& Rodriquez 2002). Once femily, school, and life events are considered, early alcohol and
drugs use exerts an independent influence on the feilure to complete high school for White
and African American males (McCluskey, Krohn, Lizotte, & Rodriquez 2002).
In a recent investigation, drug use and dropout were examined separately for
whites, African Americans, Latino, and Asian Americans to determine whether the
relationship is consistent by ethnicity (Ellickson, Bui, Bell, McGuigan 1998). According
to Elhckson, Bui, Bell, and McGuigan (1998), since rates ofdrugs use vary across ethnic
groups, the ability ofearly adolescent drug use to predict dropping out of school may also
vary by race or ethnicity.
High school dropouts constitute serious public policy problems for American
educational system and society in general. The National Center for Education Statistics
reports that 11% of the population between the ages of 16 and 24 (i.e., 3.4 million people)
are not enrolled in school and have not completed high school.
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African-American Males
An endangered species is, according to Webster (1999, p. 469), “class of
individuals having common attributes and designed by a common name which is in danger
or peril ofprobable harm or loss.” This description applies in a metaphorical sense, to the
current status ofAfrican-American males in the contemporary American society (Gibbs,
1988). They have been miseducated by the educational system, mishandled by the criminal
justice system, mislabeled by the mental health systems and mistreated by the social
welfare system. Young African-American males have been trapped between the rock of
poor educational backgrounds and the hard place ofa changing job structure that demands
higher educational levels (Gibbs, 1988). African-American high school dropout rates are
nearly double those ofwhites and approach 50% or more in some cities (Gibbs, 1988).
Theoretical Framework
There are many identifying forces, which may contribute to a person using
marijuana. These forces may range from the biological to psychological to physical to
sociocultural to environmental causes. Therefore, the theoretical framework used in this
study are, transpersonal theory, ecological perspective, and strengths perspective. To
begin with, an orientation in the philosophies and therapies related to psychology that
emphasizes spirituality, moral, development and human connectedness with the cosmos.
As ametaphor developed for social work, the transpersonal focus is on the next level
beyond self-actualization to the relationship between humans and all the natural and
spiritual components of the universe. Transpersonal theory address aspects ofhuman
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behavior that are distinctive to our nature as human beings. Transpersonal theories
propose that by going deep into ourselves to understand the fullness ofhow we are, we
can transcend the ego by expanding awareness ofour true nature, which is connected with
other people and the universe.
In social work practice, the transpersonal theory would prove usefiil because it
addresses the whole person, body, mind, and spirit in the context of relations with other
people, all other beings and ultimate reality, however a person xmderstands it (Sheridan,
1992).
The ecological system theory posits that individuals are engaged in constant
transactions with other human beings and with other systems in the environment and that
these various persons and systems reciprocally influence each other (Hepworth, Rooney,
& Larsen, 1997). Further, each system is unique, varying in characteristics and way of
interacting are the same (Hepworth, Rooney, & Larsen, 1997). Rather, they act on their
environments, thereby shaping the response ofother people, groups, institutions, and even
the physical environment (Hepworth, Rooney, & Larsen, 1997). The ecological model
would prove usefifl because social work intervention focuses on the interactions between
the clients in their environment in order to assist the worker in determining the underlying
problem and how they are going to assist the client with the problem.
In this study, the ecological model will promote the social worker’s imderstanding
ofthe inqjortance ofspirituality and self-esteem in the recovery process by examining the
relationship between an individual and addiction. The micro and the mezzo perspectives
are the constant transactions in which the individual interacts on a day-to-day basis. For
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instance, how does a person begin to use marijuana? The use ofmarijuana is
multidimensional. A person may begin to use marijuana due to peer pressure, observing
someone else doing it, feel that society perceives him as a non person, which leads to the
person not being able to cope in society, and drugs become a way ofescape.
Effective practitioners act on the social work commitment to respect human
diversity by placing all clients in their own cultural context and then drawing on a
strengths perspective (Saleebey, 1992). Wherein it is assumed that all clients possess
untapped reserves ofmental, physical, and emotional resources that can be called on to
help them develop, grow, and over come their problems (Saleebey, 1992).
Definition ofTerms
Marijuana - is a green or gray mixture ofdried, shredded flowers and leaves ofthe hemp
plant Cannabis sativa (NIDA 1999). There are many slang terms for marijuana, including
pot, herb, weed, boom, Mary Jane, and chronic. It is usually smoked as a joint or in a pipe
or bong. Recently, marijuana has appeared in blunts, which are cigars that the tobacco has
been emptied out and refilled with marijuana (NIDA 1999).
Education - is the action ofprocess ofeducating or being educated.
School Dropouts - is defined as those who experience an interruption in their high school
education.
Educational Attainment - is the ability to attained lesson taught in school.
Use - is to consume or take regularly.
Nonuse - is one who does not make use of something (as drugs).
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Hypothesis
The hypothesis ofthis study is as follows:
Male marijuana users experience lower levels ofeducational attainment and school
dropout rate than non-user males.
The null hypothesis is as follows:
There is no significant difference between marijuana users and non-users among
Afi*ican-American males educational attainment and school dropout rate.
Variables
For the purpose of this study, marijuana is the independent variable. The




The goal of this exploratory descriptive study seeks to thoroughly provide
detailed information on the variables educational attainment and school dropout as to
how it relates to marijuana users and non-users among African-American males. The
research analysis was used to explore if there is a significant statistical relationship
between marijuana users and nonusers, educational attainment, and school dropout in
African-American males. It is intended to determine whether there is a relationship
betweenmarijuana use, educational attainment and school dropout as a dilemma for
African American males. The descriptive designwill be used to link the variables and
establish a correlation between Afiican-American males that are users and those that are
non-users.
Description of the Setting
The settings, which were selected for the study, are Covenant House Georgia
located in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Ben Hill United Methodist Church located in Atlanta,
Georgia. These sites have a large population ofAfrican-American males. Covenant House
Georgia provides free services such as GED classes, job training, resume writing, job
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interview skills, and housing to young persons between the age of 16 and 21 years old.
The test administered at Covenant House Georgia was in a classroom setting with tables
and chairs. Ben Hill United Methodist Church is a place where members gather to
fellowship, pray, and honor the God they serve. At this location, the test was
administered in a brightly lit classroom with tables and chair. There was no time limit
when answering the questionnaire.
Sampling
A non-probability convenience sample was used for this study. According
to Horowritz (1998), a non-probability sample consists of individuals who were
willing to respond to the researcher’s questionnaire. The samplmg consisted of 30
African-American males ages 15-21. The test was administered to 15 participants
from Covenant House Georgia and 15 participants from Ben Hill United Methodist
Church. The researcher used this sairpling for easy access. The rationale for selecting
non-probability sampling was to be able to select subjects in a specific location at a
particular time.
Data Collection and Instrumentation Procedure
The data for this study was obtained through a three-page questionnaire designed
by the researcher. The respondents were in a classroom with tables and chairs at
Covenant House Georgia and a classroom with tables and chairs at Ben Hill United
Methodist Church when answering the questionnaire. There was no time limit when
answering the questionnaire
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The researcher contacted the director ofCovenant House Georgia and the pastor
of the BenHill United Methodist Church to request permission for participants to
participate in the study. Written permission to administer the questionnaire was submitted
to the director ofCovenant House Georgia and the pastor ofBen Hill United Methodist
Church. Subsequently, a written response was received giving permission to use the
agency and the church for the study.
Confidentiality and anonymity were explained, however to protect the identity of
the participants, the director ofCovenant House Georgia and the pastor ofBen Hill
United Methodist Church administered the questionnaire. Each respondent read the
consent form and conq)leted the questionnaire. After the 30 participants completed the
questionnaire, the completed questionnaires were returned to the researcher with the
self-address envelope provided. The director and the pastor reported that the average
time spent on the questionnaire was 20 minutes. The consent form will remain the
property of the agency and church to protect the confidentiality of the participants. The
30-item questionnaire was divided into three sections focusing on demographic, school
attendance and grades, and drug use to measure the inportance ofeducational attainment
and school dropout, the subtests, ratings were given on a 1 to 5 likert-type response scale
where 1 = strongly agree, 2 = agree, 3 = disagree, 4 = strongly disagree.
According to Hendricks (1998), the RAS has an internal consistency alpha of86.
Similar to the alpha of 086, this study indicated an alpha of .87. This is a moderate level
of reliability. The RAS also has a good concurrent validity, significantly distinguishing
between users and nonusers that used marijuana.
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Data Analysis
The data was coded and analyzed by the use of the statistical computer program
package for Social Sciences Windows (SPSSWIN). The statistical analysis consisted of
descriptive and inferential statistics, which contained the frequencies and percentages. The
inferential statistics consisted ofa chi-square analysis. The chi-square was selected based




This chapter contains the descriptive frequencies and percentages, which were
utilized to describe the data and the findings of the inferential test, which was utilized to
test the hypothesis ofthe study. The chapter is organized by fi-equency distributions of
data related to the respondents’ demographics and their levels ofeducational attainment
and school dropout.
Table 1
Demographic: How old are you? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
15yrs 0 00.0 2 6.6 2 6.6
16yrs 3 10.0 3 10.0 6 20.0
17yrs 3 10.0 2 6.7 5 16.7
18yrs 2 6.7 3 10.0 5 16.7
19yrs 2 6.7 2 6.7 5 13.4
20yrs 3 10.0 3 10.0 5 20.0
21-Over 2 6.6 0 00.0 2 6.6
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
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As indicated in Table 1,20.0 % ofmarijuana users were between the ages of 16 to
17. Of the users sample, 14.4 % were between 18 to 19 and 16.4 % between the ages of
20-21.
Table 2
Demographic: What is your gender? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Male 15 50.0 15 50.0 30.0 100.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30.0 100.0
As indicated in Table 2, the popxilation was 50.0% male users and 50.0% male
nonusers.
Table 3
Demographic: What race do you consider yourself? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
African
N % N % N %
American 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Latino 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Caucasian 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Other 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
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As indicated in Table 3, the population race consisted of 100 % African American males.
Table 4
Demographic: Do you believe in God? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 14 46.6 15 50.0 29 96.6
No 1 3.4 0 00.0 1 3.4
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 4, ofthe users 46.6% believe in God and 50.0% ofnonusers
indicated belief in God.
Table 5
Demographic: Ifyou believe in God, do you go to a place ofworship regularly? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 2 6.6 15 50.0 17 56.6
No 12 40.0 0 00.0 12 40.0
Sometimes 1 3.4 0 00.0 1 3.4
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
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As indicated in Table 5, ofthe nonusers 50% go to a place ofworship, and 40% of the
users go to a place to worship.
Table 6
Demographic: What religion are you afBliated with? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Baptist 10 33.4 0 00.0 10 33.4
Methodist 0 00.0 15 50.0 15 50.0
AME 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Catholic 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
JehovahWitness 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Seventh-Day
Adventist 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Islamic 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Other 5 16.6 0 00.0 5 16.6
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 6, 33.4% of the population aflBliation was Baptist and 50.0% ofthe
population was Methodist, while 16.6% were other religions.
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Table 7
Demographic: Do both your parents live at home with you? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 1 3.3 12 40.0 13 43.3
No 14 46.7 3 10.0 17 56.7
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 7, that 46.7% ofusers indicated that both parents are not
living in home. It also indicates that 40.0% ofnonusers indicated that both parents are
living in the home.
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Table 8
Demographic: What is your parents’ marital status? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Married 1 3.3 11 36.7 12 40.0
Divorced 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Separated 4 13.3 1 3.3 5 16.6
Never Married 10 33.4 3 10.0 13 43.4
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 8, ofthe users population 3.3% ofthe parents were married,
13.3% were separated and 33.4% never married. The nonusers parents 36.7% were
married, 3.3% separated and 10.0% never married.
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Table 9
Demographic: What is the educational level ofyour parents? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Grade School 6 20.0 0 00.0 6 20.0
High School 7 23.3 0 00.0 7 23.3
Trade School 0 00.0 3 10.0 3 10.0
College 2 6.7 12 40.0 14 46.7
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 9, parent’s education level range from grade school were
20.0%, high school level were 23.6%, and college level were 6.7% ofusers participants.
The nonusers participants indicted parent’s education level range from 10.0% trade
school, and 40.0% on college level.
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Table 10
Demographic; What would you say your household income was? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
20,000 or below 5 16.7 0 00.0 5 16.7
21,000-30,000 5 16.7 1 3.4 6 20.1
31,000-40,000 1 3.3 5 16.7 6 20.0
41,000-50,000 1 3.3 3 10.0 4 13.3
51,000 or above 0 00.0 2 6.6 2 6.6
Unsure 3 10.0 4 13.3 7 23.3
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 10, parent’s income level was 16.7% income range from
below 20,000 to 30,000 and 3.3% were in the range of31,000 to 50,000. Of the users
parents’ income level, 16.6% ranged between 31,000 to 40,000,10.0% range from 41,000
to 50,000 as unsure ofparent’s income, and 6.6% were 51,000 or above. 10.0% ofusers
and 13.3% ofnonusers participants indicted they were unsure ofparent’s income level.
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Table 11
What is your highest level ofeducation? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Below
High School 8 26.6 0 00.0 8 26.6
High School
Graduate 2 6.7 3 10.0 5 16.7
Some College 0 00.0 2 6.6 2 6.6
College
Graduate 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Some Graduate
School 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Graduate
Degree 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Other 5 16.7 10 33.4 15 50.1
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square =11.86 df=3 p< .008
As indicated in Table 11, of the users population 24.7% education level was below
high school and over 6.7% graduated high school. Ofthe users, 18.6% were not in school
at all. The nonusers population indicated 10.0% are high school graduates, 6.3% have
some college, and 33.7% are still in high school. The frequencies show there is a
difference in users and nonusers educational level.
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Table 12
How often do you attend school? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Always 2 6.6 15 50.0 17 56.6
Sometimes 9 30.0 0 00.0 9 30.0
Never 4 13.4 0 00.0 4 13.4
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 22.941 df=2 p<.001
As indicated in Table 12, of the users shows 6.6% always attend school, 30.0%
indicated that they sometimes attend school. Ofthe users, 13.4% never attend school.
The nonusers population indicated 50.0% are always in school.
The fi’equencies show there is a weak relationship between school attendances in
the users population. The nonusers have a strong relationship in school attendance.
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Table 13
How many days have you missed from school within the last month? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
0 0 00.0 7 23.4 7 23.4
1-5 4 13.4 8 26.6 12 40.0
6-10 4 13.4 0 00.0 4 13.4
10-15 3 10.0 0 00.0 3 10.0
Over 25 4 13.2 0 00.0 4 13.2
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 19.333 df= 4 p< .001
As indicated in Table 5, ofthe users population shows 13.4% missed 1 to 5 days
of school, 13.4% indicated missing 6 to 10 days. Of the users, 10.0% missed 10 to 15 and
13.2% missed over 25 days of school. The nonusers population indicated 23.4% missed 0
days and 26.6% missed 1-5 days of in school.
The frequencies show there is a weak relationship between the numbers of days




What are your grades? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
A’s 0 00.0 4 13.3 4 13.3
B’s 0 00.0 8 26.7 8 26.7
C’s 3 10.0 3 10.0 6 20.0
D’s 5 16.6 0 00.0 5 16.6
F’s 7 23.4 0 00.0 7 23.4
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 24.000 df= 4 p< .001
As indicated in Table 14, of the users population shows 10.0% grades are C’s,
16.6% indicated grades are D’s. Ofthe users, 23.4% grades are F’s failing. The nonusers
population indicated 13.30% oftheir grades are A’s, 26.7% are B’s, and 10.0% grades are
C’s.
The frequencies show there is a lower relationship between the grades of the users
population. The nonusers grades are indicated to be higher.
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Table 15
Woxild you say that you like attending school?N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 2 6.7 15 50.0 17 56.7
No 12 40.0 0 00.0 12 40.0
Unsure 1 3.3 0 00.0 1 3.3
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 22.941 df=2 p<.001
As indicated in Table 15, of the users population shows 6.7% like to attend school.
Of the users, 40.0% do not like attending school. The nonusers population indicated
50.0% like attending school.
The frequencies show there is a weak relationship in users population in whether




Have you ever been suspended from school? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 14 46.7 2 6.7 16 53.4
No 1 3.3 13 43.3 14 46.6
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 19.286 df=l p< .001
As indicated in Table 16, ofthe users population shows 46.7% has been suspended
from school. Ofthe users, 3.3% has not been suspended from school. The nonusers
population indicated 6.7% have been suspended and 43.3% have not been suspended.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in users population school
suspension. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship in school suspension.
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Table 17
Have you ever used any ofthe following drugs? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Marijuana 15 50.0 0 00.0 15 50.0
Cocaine 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Heroin 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Ice 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Alcohol 0 00.0 2 6.7 2 6.7
None 0 00.0 13 43.3 13 43.3
Other 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 17, ofthe users population shows 50.0% smokes marijuana.
Of the nonusers, 43.3% indicated they do not smoke marijuana and 6.7% indicated using
alcohol.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in users population smoking
marijuana. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship in smoking marijuana.
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Table 18
How many times per week do you smoke marijuana? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
0 0 00.0 15 50.0 15 50.0
1-5 9 30.0 0 00.0 9 30.0
6-10 6 20.0 0 00.0 6 20.0
11-15 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Over 20 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 18, of the users population it is shown that 30.0% smoke
marijuana 1 to 5 times a week, 20.0% smoke 6 to 10 times per week. Ofthe nonusers,
50.0% indicated they smoke 0 times per week.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in users population smoking




How long have you been smoking marijuana? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
1-2 2 6.7 0 00.0 2 6.7
3-4 4 3.3 0 00.0 4 3.3
5-6 2 6.7 0 00.0 2 6.7
7-8 2 6.7 0 00.0 2 6.7
9-10 3 10.0 0 00.0 3 10.0
Over 10 1 3.3 0 00.0 1 3.3
Never 0 00.0 15 00.0 15 50.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in table 19, of the users population shows 6.7% have been smoking
marijuana 1 to 2 years, and 3.3% jfrom 3 to 4 years. Ofthe users 6.7% smoking from 5 to
6 and from 7 to 8 years, 10.0% from 9 to 10 years and 3.3% smoking over 10 years. Of
the nonusers 50.0% indicated they never smoked.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in the users population




Have you been treated for drug abuse? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 3 10.0 0 00.0 3 10.0
No 12 40.0 15 50.0 27 90.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 20, of the users population shows 10.0% have been treated
for marijuana use and 40.0% indicated no treatment. Ofthe nonusers, 50.0% indicated
they have not been treated for marijuana use.
The frequencies show there is a weak relationship in users population treated for
marijuana use. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship in treatment for marijuana use.
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Table 21
Have you ever been arrested? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 11 36.7 1 3.3 12 40.0
No 4 13.3 14 46.7 18 60.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 21, of the users population shows 36.7% have been arrested
and 13.3% have not been arrested. Ofthe nonusers, 3.3% indicated they have been
arrested and 46.7% indicated no arrest.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in users population been
arrested. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship in been arrested.
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Table 22
Was your arrest drug related? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Yes 7 23.3 0 00.0 7 23.3
No 8 26.7 15 50.0 23 76.7
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 22, of the users population shows 23.3% shows that their
arrests were drug related and 26.7% was not drug related. Of the nonusers, 50.0%
indicated no drug relatioa
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in users population arrest being
drug related. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship m drug related arrests.
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Table 23
How were you introduced to marijuana? N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Friends 14 46.7 0 00.0 14 46.7
Family 1 3.3 0 00.0 1 3.3
Sibling 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Other 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Never 0 00.0 15 50.0 15 50.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 23, ofthe users population shows that 46.7% was
introduced by their friends and 3.3% introduced by family to marijuana. Of the nonusers,
50.0% indicated never been introduced to marijuana.
The frequencies show there is a strong relationship in peer pressure inmarijuana
users. The nonusers indicated a weak relationship in peers introducing them to marijuana.
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Table 24
Would you say marijuana is harmful?N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Strongly
Agree 0 00.0 12 40.0 12 40.0
Agree 0 00.0 3 10.0 3 10.0
Disagree 15 50.0 0 00.0 15 50.0
Strongly
Disagree 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 24, ofthe users population shows 50.0% strongly disagree
that marijuana is harmful. Of the nonusers, 40.0% strongly agreed marijuana is harmM
and 10.0% agreed marijuana is harmfiil.
The frequencies show there is a lack ofknowledge based on the harmful effects of




Marijuana can cause memory loss. N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Strongly
Agree 0 00.0 10 33.3 10 33.3
Agree 3 10.0 5 16.7 8 26.7
Disagree 12 40.0 0 00.0 12 40.0
Strongly
Disagree 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
As indicated in Table 25, of the users population shows 10.0% agrees that
marijuana causes memory loss and 40.0% disagreed. Of the nonusers, 33.3.0% strongly
agreed marijuana causes memory loss and 16.7% agreed.
The frequencies show there is a lack ofknowledge based on the harmful effects of




I feel that I am a failure. N=30
Users Nonusers Total
N % N % N %
Strongly
Agree 0 00.0 0 00.0 0 00.0
Agree 4 13.3 0 00.0 4 13.3
Disagree 11 36.7 4 13.4 15 50.1
Strongly
Disagree 0 00.0 11 36.6 11 36.6
Total 15 50.0 15 50.0 30 100.0
Chi square = 18.267 df=2 p< .001
As indicated in Table 26, ofthe users population shows 13.0% agreed that they are
failures and 36.7% disagreed they are failures. Of the nonusers, 36.3.0% strongly
disagreed they are failures and 13.7% disagreed they are failures.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
This chapter will provide a summary ofthe findings and conclusion ofthe study.
The chapter is organized to present the study’s hypothesis in relationship to the findings
and inferential testing, with a discussion of the limitations ofthe study and direction for
future research.
The chi-square analysis was utilized to determine whether a relationship existed
between the variables: educational attainment and school dropout. This discusses the
findings ofthis study and how those findings conq)ared to other previously studies done
in the area. The findings ofthis study showed that marijuana use is associated with an
increased risk educational attainment and school dropout. The literature reviewed in
preparation for this study, suggested that finther research was needed in the area of
education and school dropout (Lynskey & Hall, 2000). However, there is evidence that
early marijuana use independently increases the risk ofearly school leaving (Lynskey &
Hall, 2000). The cross-sectional studies show that yoimg people who used marijuana are
at increased risk ofpoor educational performance (Lynskey& Hall, 2000).
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Limitation of the Study
This study examined the relationship between marijuana users and nonusers
educational attainment and school dropout among African-Americanmales. The
limitation involved was the small sample size of 15 users and 15 non-users ofmarijuana. It
has already been stated that marijuana use among African-American males has increased
over the last few years; however, there is insufficient amoimt of literature concerning male
drug use. Furthermore, the male population and the availability ofdrugs are on the rise in
all socioeconomic status. This population is at risk ofan addiction epidemic. Limitation
pertains to the reliability and validity of the instrument. Further testing is necessary to
address issues pertaining to validity and reliability.
Suggested Research Directions
There is much to be learned about the marijuana users and nonusers and the
effects. It is suggested research be expanded to include all males from different ethnic
backgrounds. Efforts should be made to include males that are not drug uses to any type
of substance to con^are them to males that are abusing other drugs.
Finally, more research is needed to better ascertain the developmental path ofhow
marijuana use with African-American males disrupts their path to educational attainment
and school dropout rate. Social work practitioners must focus on the development and
validation of tools and methods that are most appropriate for working with this
popxilation. There, perhaps, is a need for social work practitioners to develop guidelines
to facilitate research and treatment of this population at-risk.
CHAPTER SIX
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE
The previous literature has clearly demonstrated that marijuana use is prevalent
among African-American males in relation to educational attainment and school dropout.
It poses a threat to society.
Certainly, the social work practitioners must devise information strategies that are
dictated by marijuana using African-American males educational needs. Social workers
must understand that disclosure is a negotiated process, not an automatic one, and this
characteristic gives the social worker practitioner, perhaps enough latitude to devise
strategy that best serves the interests ofthe marijuana using African-American male.
Social workers have the opportunity and responsibility to utilize their education,
training, and experience to provide resources, therapy, and drug education to those
African-American males using marijuana. It is paramount that social work practitioners
consider multiple viewpoints and models that are empirically based to develop new
and innovative helping strategies to serve this population. Furthermore, practitioners
must have a sense oftheir personal beliefs and values as they address reasons why
African-American males use marijuana.
Social workers have been serving clients with traditional intervention methods
and skill; however, there is a need for social workers to focus on the strength ofthe
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African-American male when encouraging them to become educated. Social problems
change on a day-to-day basis; therefore, the social worker needs to have an objectifying
approach of ideas, feelings, beliefe, and values in order to serve this population. It is
imperative that social workers acknowledge the cultural variables that determine how
effective interventions can be whenworking with African-American males.
The social worker profession has become more sensitive to the needs of
African-American males as it relates to educational attainment and school dropout rate.
The social work profession should continue to increase its focus on cultural sensitivity and
must strive for cultural con^etency in the helping ofAfrican-American males using
marijuana. Having a strong theoretical perspective will provide a solid foundation for
helping African-American males marijuana use.
The transpersonal, ecological perspectives, strength perspective theory informed
this research study. In an ecological ^sterns framework, social workers aim to change
efforts at the dynamic interaction between marijuana using African-American males and




APPENDIX A: LETTER OF CONSENT FORM
CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
tVhitneyM. Young, Jr.
School of $ocial Wort
Dear Participants:
I am aMasters’ Degree ofSocial Work candidate at Clark Atlanta University. In
pursuit ofmy degree, I aih conducting a survey designed to measure the linkage of
marijuana use, educational attainment and high school dropout among African American
adolescence.
Please assist me by completing the attached questionnaire. Your assistance will
enable me to evaluate the degree thatmarijuana use has on educational attainment and
high school dropout. Some of the questions may appear personal in nature and may bring
about discomfort or embarrassment. Please be assured that your answer will be completely
anonjinous. At no point wdll your name be associated with your completed questionnaire.
Please answer each item as carefully and honestly as possible.
It is my hope that this research will contribute to an increased understanding for the
need to educate A&ican American adolescence about drugs. Your time and effort in
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I am a Masters’ Degree ofSocial Work candidate at Clark Atlanta University. In
pursuit ofmy degree, 1 am conducting a survey designed to measure the linkage of
marijuana use, educational attainment and hi^ school dropout among African American
males.
Please assist me by allowing the attached questionnaire to be administered at your
agency. Your assistancewill enable me to evaluate the degree ofmarijuana use in relation
to educational attainment and high school dropout Please be assured that the answerwill
be completely anonymous. At no point will the participants’ names be associated with a
completed questionnaire.
[t is my hope that this researchwill contribute to an increased understanding for the
need to educate African American males about drugs. Thank you for all the assistance
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APPENDIX C: SITE APPROVAL LETTER
CLARK ATLANTAUNIVERSITY
WhUneyM YoungJr.
School of Sodal Work
Ben Hill UnitedMethodist Church
2199 Fairbum Road
Covington, Geoigia, 30014
I am aMasters’ DegreeofSocial Work candidate at Clark Atlanta University. In pursuit
ofmy degree, I am conducting a sur\-ey designed tomeasure the linkage ofmarijuana use,
educational attainment and high school drop out among African Americanmales.
Please assist me by allowing die attached questionnaire to be administered at your
agency. Your assistance will enable me to evaluate the degree ofmarijuana use in relation
to educational attainment and hi^ school dropout. Please be assured that the answerwill
be completely anonymous. At no point will the participants’ names be associated with a
completed questiormaire.
It is my hope that this research will contribute to an increased understanding for the
need to educate African American males about dmgs. Thank you for alt the assistance
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APPENDIX D: QUESTIONNAIRE
The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain information about drug abuse.
Directions: Please fill out the following questionnaire to the best ofyour abUity.
Do not sign your name.
Demographic Data:
1. How old are you:
2. What is your gender: (circle one) (1) Male (2) Female
3. What race do you consider yourself: (circle one)(1)African American (2) Latino (3) Caucasian or (4) Other
4. Do you believe in God? (circle one)
(1) Yes
(2) No
















7. Do both your natural parents live at home with you?
(1) Yes
(2) No










10. What would you say your household income was? (circle one)




(5) $51,000 or above
(6) Unsure
11. What is your highest level ofeducation? (circle one)
(1) Below high school
(2) High school graduate
(3) Some college
(4) College graduate





















































20. Have you ever been treated for drug abuse? (circle one)
(1) Yes
(2) No





22. Was your arrest drug related?
(1) Yes
(2) No
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